THE SCENE IS CHANGED

David by Barrie, played by Bergner, directed by Komisar-
jevsky and rejected by the public within a month.   The Old
Vic at its reopening could find nothing better on which to
flourish than the bawdy wit of The Country Wife, but in
mid-season it made amends with a full-length Hamlet directed
by Tyrone Guthrie with Laurence Olivier as the Prince.
Half a dozen producers led by Cochran were preparing for
the coming year with their " Coronation revue " ; but the
parade of theatre at the time of the ceremony remained
puny and colourless.    The exceptional play was Victoria
Regina, written by Laurence Housman for the little theatre
stage, first produced at the Gate, and carried later into
Shaftesbury Avenue on a wave of sentiment assisted by
Edward's monarchical  gesture in releasing it from the
Censor's ban.   The summer brought a bus strike which
shortened the run of most plays, our own F.6 and In Theatre
Street among them.  When our third company with Murder
in the Cathedral dispersed after their season at the Vic, not
to reunite until just before their visit to America, I was
myself ready for Europe again.   One needed no special
premonition to know that any journey now undertaken
might be the last in a decade or a lifetime.
From the Atlantic seaboard to the Tyrol is no great
number of hundreds of miles, less perhaps than are covered
in a two-day span of desert or prairie by an American driving
from coast to coast in his own country. But when the way
lies by the heaths and orchards of Normandy and cornfields
of Maine, the vineyards of Orl&nais and Nivernais and C6te
d'Or, the winding rivers of Franche-Comte and the hills
and plains of Alsace, leading through Swiss valleys to the
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